CIVICS 
Key Concepts 
And GLE checklist

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Comprehensive Curriculum

Civics

Suggested Time Line

Regular Schedule*
First Nine Weeks:


Unit 1: Principles of Government and Political Systems (2 weeks)

            pp. 4-5, pp. 6-8, pp. 63-95, pp. 100-116, pp. 137-138, pp. 517-518

Unit 2: United States Constitution and Government (6 weeks)



p. 6, p. 9, pp. 10-12, pp. 26-51, pp. 54-97, pp. 98-121, pp. 201-203, pp. 210-303,



pp. 308-325, pp. 330-347, pp. 376-395, pp. 396-417

Second Nine Weeks:


Unit 3: Citizen Participation in Government (4 weeks)


p. 60, pp. 124-137, pp. 131-141, pp. 142-165, pp. 166-187, pp. 188-191, 

pp. 193-203, pp. 213-214, pp. 319-320, pp. 352-358, p. 540

Unit 4: Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens (2 weeks)


p. 9, pp. 14-16, p. 20, p. 35, p. 40, p. 50, p.62, pp. 98-121, pp. 124-139,



p. 202, p. 263, p. 313, p. 381, p. 416, pp. 464-483

Unit 5: International Relations (3 weeks)


pp. 244-245, pp. 510-575
Block Schedule
One Nine Weeks:


Unit 1: Principles of Government and Political Systems (1 week)


Unit 2: United States Constitution and Government (3 weeks)


Unit 3: Citizen Participation in Government (2 weeks)


Unit 4: Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens (1 week)


Unit 5: International Relations (1 week)

* Basal Test:  Glencoe Civics


[image: image1.jpg]



The Mayflower Compact



"In the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord, King James, by the Grace of God, of England, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, e&. Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our King and Country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia; do by these presents, solemnly and mutually in the Presence of God and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid; And by Virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the General good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. In Witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape Cod the eleventh of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord, King James of England, France and Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini, 1620." 

There followed the signatures of 41 of the 102 passengers, 37 of whom were Separatists fleeing religious persecution in Europe. This compact established the first basis in the new world for written laws. Half of the colony failed to survive the first winter, but the remainder lived on and prospered.

http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/mayflower.htm
The Articles of Confederation (1781)

To all to whom these presents shall come, we the undersigned delegates of the states affixed to our names, send greeting:

Whereas the delegates of the United States of America in Congress assembled, did, on the fifteenth day of November in the year of our Lord seventeen seventy-seven, and in the second year of the Independence of America, agree to Certain Articles of Confederation and perpetual union between the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia in the words following, viz:

Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union Between the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.

ARTICLE I. The style of this Confederacy shall be "The United States of America."

ARTICLE II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every power, jurisdiction and right which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United States in Congress assembled.

ARTICLE III. The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each other for their common defence, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to assist each other against all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever.
ARTICLE IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the people of the different States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each of these states, paupers, vagabonds and fugitives from justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several states; and the people of each state shall have free ingress and regress to and from any other state, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, impositions and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively; provided, that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property imported into any state, to any other state of which the owner is an inhabitant; provided also, that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any state on the property of the United States, or either of them.
http://libertyonline.hypermall.com/ArtConfed.html                      

If any person guilty of or charged with treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor in any state, shall flee from justice, and be found in any of the United States, he shall upon demand of the governor or executive power of the state from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to the state having jurisdiction of his offense.

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every other state.

ARTICLE V. For the more convenient management of the general interests of the United States, delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the legislature of each state shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power, reserved to each state, to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send others in their stead, for the remainder of the year.

No state shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor by more than seven members; and no person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years; nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the United States, for which he, or another for his benefit receives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind.

Each state shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the states, and while they act as members of the committee of the states.

In determining questions in the United States, in Congress assembled, each state shall have one vote.

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or questioned in any court, or place out of Congress, and the members of Congress shall be protected in their persons from arrests and imprisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and attendance on Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace.

ARTICLE VI. No state without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter into any conference, agreement, alliance or treaty with any king, prince or state; nor shall any person holding any office of profit or trust under the United States, or any of them, accept of any, present, emolument, office or title of any kind whatever from any king, prince or foreign state; nor shall the United States in Congress assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility.

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confederation or alliance whatever between them, without the consent of the United States in Congress asembled, specifying accurately the purposes for which the same is to be entered into, and how long it shall continue.
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No state shall lay any impost or duties, which may interfere with any stipulations in treaties, entered into by the United States in Congress assembled, with any king, prince or state, in pursuance of any treaties already proposed by Congress to the courts of France and Spain. 

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any state, except such number only as shall be deemed necessary by the United States in Congress assembled, for the defence of such state, or its trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any state, in time of peace except such number only, as in the judgment of the United States, Congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts necessary for the defence of such state; but every state shall always keep up a well regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutered, and shall provide and constantly have ready for use, in public stores, a due number of field pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage.

No state shall engage in any war without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, unless such state be actually invaded by enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a resolution being formed by some nation of Indians to invade such state, and the danger is so imminent as not to admit of a delay, till the United States in Congress assembled can be consulted: nor shall any state grant commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, except it be after a declaration of war by the United States in Congress assembled, and then only against the kingdom or state and the subjects thereof, against which war has been so declared, and under such regulations as shall be established by the United States in Congress assembled, unless such state be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so long as the danger shall continue, or until the United States in Congress assembled shall determine otherwise.

ARTICLE VII. When land forces are raised by any state for the common defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the Legislature of each state respectively by whom such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such state shall direct, all vacancies shall be filled up by the state which first made the appointment.

ARTICLE VIII. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several states, in proportion to the value of all land within each state, granted to or surveyed for any person, as such land and the buildings and improvements thereon shall be estimated according to such mode as the United States in Congress assembled, shall from time to time direct and appoint.
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The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the several states within the time agreed upon by the United States in Congress assembled.

ARTICLE IX. The United States in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article; of sending and receiving ambassadors; entering into treaties and alliances; provided that no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative power of the respective states shall be restrained from imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or commodities whatsoever; of establishing rules for deciding in all cases, what captures on land or water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated; of granting letters of marque and reprisal in times of peace; appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high seas and establishing courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures, provided that no member of Congress shall be appointed a judge of any of said courts.

The United States in Congress assembled shall also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes and differences now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two or more states concerning boundary, jurisdiction or any other cause whatever; which authority shall always be exercised in the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority or lawful agent of any state in controversy with another shall present a petition to Congress, stating the matter in question and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the legislative or executive authority of the other state in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint by joint consent commissioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question: but if they can not agree, Congress shall name three persons out of each of the United States, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than seven, nor more than nine names, as Congress shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the judges who shall hear the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons, which Congress judge sufficient, or being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of each state, and the Secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; and the judgment and sentence of the court to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall, nevertheless proceed to 
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pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like manner be final and decisive, the judgment or sentence and other proceeds being in either case transmitted to Congress, and lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of the parties concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of the state where the cause shall be tried, "well and truly to hear and determine the matter in question, according to the best of his judgment without favor, affection, or hope of reward": provided also that no state shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States.

All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed under different grants of two or more states, whose jurisdiction as they may respect such lands, and the states which passed such grants are adjusted, the said grants or either of them being at the same time claimed to have originated antecedent to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either party to the Congress of the United States, be finally determined as near as may be in the same manner as is before prescribed for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between the different states.

The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of respective state fixing the standard of weights and measures throughout the United States regulating the trade, and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the states, provided that the legislative right of state within its own limits be not infringed or violated; establishing and regulating post offices from one state to another, throughout all the United States, and exacting such postage on the papers passing through the same as may be requisite to defray the expenses of the said office; appointing all officers of the land forces, in the service of the United States, excepting regimental officers; appointing all the officers of the naval forces, and commissioning all officers whatever in the service of the United States; making rules for the government and regulation of said land and naval forces, and directing their operations.

The United States in Congress assembled shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the recess of Congress, to be denominated "a Committee of the States," and to consist of one delegate from each state; and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be necessary for managing the general affairs of the United States under their direction; to appoint one of their number to preside, provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office of president more than one year in any term of three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money to be raised for the service of the United States, and to appropriate and apply the same for defraying the public expenses; to borrow money, or emit bills on the credit of the United States, transmitting every half year to the respective states an account of the sums of money so borrowed or emitted; to build and equip a navy; to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions from each state for its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such state; 
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which requisition shall be binding, and therepon the legislature of each state shall appoint the regimental officers, raise the men and clothe, arm and equip them in a soldierlike manner, at the expense of the United States; and the officers and men so clothed, armed and equipped shall march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled: but if the United States in Congress assembled shall, on consideration of circumstances judge proper that any state should not raise men, or should raise a smaller number than its quota, and that any other state should raise a greater number of men than the quota thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered, clothed, armed and equipped in the same manner as the quota of such state, unless the legislature of such state shall judge that such extra number can not be safely spared out of the same, in which case they shall raise, officer, clothe, arm and equip as many of such extra number as they judge can be safely spared. And the officers and men so clothed, armed and equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled.

The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage in war, nor grant letters of marque and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of the United States, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the United States, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander-in-chief of the army or navy, unless nine states assent to the same: nor shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning from day to day be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of the United States in Congress assembled.

The Congress of the United States shall have power to adjourn to any time within the year, and to any place within the United States, so that no period of adjournment be for a longer duration than the space of six months; and shall publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances or military operations, as in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each state on any question shall be entered on the journal, when it is desired by any delegate; and the delegates of a state, or any of them, at his or their request, shall be furnished with transcript of the said journal, except such parts as are above excepted to lay before the legislatures of the several states.

ARTICLE X. The Committee of the States, or any nine of them shall be authorized to execute, in the recess of Congress, such of the powers of Congress as the United States in Congress assembled, by the consent of nine states, shall from time to time think expedient to vest them with; provided that no power be delegated to the said committee for the exercise of which, by the Articles of Confederation, the voice of nine states in the Congress of the United States assembled is requisite.
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ARTICLE XI. Canada acceding to this Confederation, and joining in the measures of the United States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this Union: but no other colony shall be admitted into the same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine states.

ARTICLE XII. All bills of credit emitted, moneys borrowed and debts contracted by, or under the authority of Congress, before the assembling of the United States, in pursuance of the present Confederation, shall be deemed and considered as a charge against the United States, for payment and satisfaction whereof the said United States and the public faith are hereby solemnly pledged.
ARTICLE XIII. Every state shall abide by the determinations of the United States in Congress assembled, on all quesions which by this Confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this Confederation shall be inviolably observed by every state, and the Union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them, unless such alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of every state.

AND WHEREAS it hath pleased the Great Governor of the world to incline the hearts of the legislatures we respectively represent in Congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union. Know ye that we the undersigned delegates, by virtue of the power and authority to us given for that purpose, do by these presents, in the name and in behalf of our respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and every of the said Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union, and all and singular the matters and things therein contained: and we do further solemnly plight and engage the faith of our respective constituents, that they shall abide by the determinations of the United States Congress assembled, on all questions, which by the said Confederation are submitted to them. And that the articles thereof shall be inviolably observed by the states we respectively represent, and that the Union shall be perpetual.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the State of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, and in the third year of the independence of America.

On the part and behalf of New Hampshire.
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	Josiah Bartlett

	John Wentworth, Junr.

	August 8th, 1778
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	Thos. Heyward Junr.

Jno. Mathews

On the part and behalf of the State of Georgia.

Jno. Walton

Edwd. Telfair

24th July, 1778

Edwd. Langworthy
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    Louisiana Secretary of State     

                        ELECTIONS DIVISION

VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

For a copy of the on-line PDF version of the Louisiana Mail Voter Registration Application Form, click here. To view and print a PDF file, you must have the Adobe Acrobat Reader installed on PC. To obtain a free copy, visit Adobe's website.

At the end of these instructions you will be able to fill out and print the on-line version of the Louisiana Mail Voter Registration Application Form. You may type directly onto the on-line application form (except for the map area), which will give you an easy-to-read copy to send to the local Registrar's office.

YOU CAN USE THIS FORM TO:

1. Register to vote 

2. Change your address 

3. Request a name change 

4. Change party affiliation 

TO REGISTER YOU MUST:

1. be a United States citizen 

2. be at least 17 years old but must be 18 years old prior to next election to vote 

3. not be under an order of imprisonment for conviction of a felony 

4. not be under a judgment of interdiction for mental incompetence 

5. reside in the state and parish in which you seek to register 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM:

All information except your signature should be printed clearly in ink, preferably black, or typed. Fill in all boxes that apply to you.

Box 1:  Indicate whether you are a citizen of the United States of America.

Box 2:   Provide full name. Do not use initials for middle or maiden name.

Box 3:   "Residence Address" means the address where you live and are registering to vote. If you claim homestead exemption, you must list the address of that residence. Do not use a post office box for your "Residence Address".

http://www.sos.louisiana.gov/elections/elect-appli.htm               
Box 6 & 15:  You must provide your Louisiana driver's license number, if issued. If not issued, you must provide at least the last four digits of your social security number, if issued. The full social security number may be provided on a voluntary basis. If neither a social security number nor a driver's license has been issued, you must attach either a) a copy of a current and valid photo identification or b) a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government document that shows your name and address.

MAP  If you use a rural route and box number, draw a map in the space labeled "Give Location". Write in the names of the crossroads (streets) nearest to where you live. Draw an "X" to show where you live. Use a dot to show any schools, churches, stores or landmarks near where you live and write the name of the landmark. Complete "Mailing Address" only if it is different from the "Residence Address".

Boxes 8, 11 & 12:   The items "race/ethnic origin", "daytime phone" and "home phone" are not required but are helpful.

Box 9:  If you do not complete this item, your party affiliation will be listed as "none". 

Box 16:  If you are using this form to request a change of name, you must print the name to be changed here.

Box 18:  The signatures of two witnesses to your mark if you are unable to sign your name must be included here.

Box 19:  Date and sign the card with your signature or mark.

If returned by mail, place in an envelope, using the address of the appropriate Registrar of Voters. CLICK HERE to see a list of contact numbers for the Registrar of Voters and their addresses. 

The envelope must be postmarked 30 days prior to the first election in which you seek to vote based on the residence listed on this application. If you have not been issued a social security number or Louisiana driver's license number, you must include the required documentation with your application.

NOTE:  Your social security number is intended to be used for voter registration purposes only. ( LA R.S.18:104a(16) and 154)

QUESTIONS?  Call your Parish Registrar of Voters. Check your local directory for the number, or CLICK HERE for an on-line listing. You may also call the Elections Division at 1-800-825-3805.

COMPLETE AND CHECK ALL APPLICABLE BOXES.
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Dr. Martin Luther Kin’s I Have a Dream Speech delivered on August 28, 1963
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation.

Fivescore years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity.

But one hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination; one hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the vast ocean of material prosperity; one hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of American society and finds himself in exile in his own land.

Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning. And those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content, will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. There will be neither rest nor tranquillity in America until the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of the revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice emerges.

There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be satisfied?" We can never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality; we can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities; we cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro’s basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one; we can never be satisfied as long as our children are stripped of their selfhood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating "For Whites Only"; we cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote. No! No, we are not satisfied until "justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream."

I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. Some of you have come from areas where your quest for freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive. Go back to Mississippi. Go back to Alabama. Go back to South Carolina. Go back to Georgia. Go back to Louisiana. Go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow the situation can and will be changed. Let us not wallow in the valley of despair.

I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and

http://www.closeup.org/dream.htm                                                       

 tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American meaning of its creed. "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but the content of their character.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day in Alabama -- with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification -- one day right there in Alabama, little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day "every valley shall be exalted and every hill and mountain shall be made low. The rough places will be made plain and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see together."

This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. With this faith we shall be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. And this will be the day. This will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning, "My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim’s pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring." And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true . . . So let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire; let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York; let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania; let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado; let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California. But not only that, let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia; let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee; let freedom ring from every hill and every molehill of Mississippi. From every mountainside, let freedom ring.

And when this happens and when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and gentiles, 
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Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual: "Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last."

-- Martin Luther King Jr.,
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom,
Washington, D.C.,
August 28, 1963
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FDR’s Declaration of War Speech delivered on December 8, 1941
Yesterday, Dec. 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. 

The United States was at peace with that nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with the government and its emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific. 

Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in Oahu, the Japanese ambassador to the United States and his colleagues delivered to the Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American message. While this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or armed attack. 

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time, the Japanese government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace. 

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian islands has caused severe damage to American naval and military forces. Very many American lives have been lost. In addition, American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu. 

Yesterday, the Japanese government also launched an attack against Malaya. 

Last night, Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong. 

Last night, Japanese forces attacked Guam. 

Last night, Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands. 

Last night, the Japanese attacked Wake Island. 

This morning, the Japanese attacked Midway Island. 

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yesterday speak for themselves. The people of the United States have already formed their opinions and well understand the implications to the very life and safety of our nation. 

As commander in chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all measures be taken for our defense. 
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Always will we remember the character of the onslaught against us. 

No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory. 

I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make very certain that this form of treachery shall never endanger us again. 

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that that our people, our territory and our interests are in grave danger. 

With confidence in our armed forces - with the unbounding determination of our people - we will gain the inevitable triumph - so help us God. 

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, Dec. 7, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese empire. 
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Bush State of the Union address
WASHINGTON (CNN) --Transcript of President Bush's first State of the Union address, delivered to Congress Tuesday night.
Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress, distinguished guests, fellow citizens, as we gather tonight, our nation is at war, our economy is in recession and the civilized world faces unprecedented dangers. Yet the state of our union has never been stronger.

We last met in an hour of shock and suffering. In four short months, our nation has comforted the victims, begun to rebuild New York and the Pentagon, rallied a great coalition, captured, arrested and rid the world of thousands of terrorists, destroyed Afghanistan's terrorist training camps, saved a people from starvation and freed a country from brutal oppression.

The American flag flies again over our embassy in Kabul. Terrorists who once occupied Afghanistan now occupy cells at Guantanamo Bay. And terrorist leaders who urged followers to sacrifice their lives are running for their own.

America and Afghanistan are now allies against terror. We will be partners in rebuilding that country. And this evening we welcome the distinguished interim leader of a liberated Afghanistan: Chairman Hamid Karzai.

The last time we met in this chamber, the mothers and daughters of Afghanistan were captives in their own homes, forbidden from working or going to school.

Today women are free, and are part of Afghanistan's new government. And we welcome the new minister of women's affairs, Dr. Sima Samar.

Our progress is a tribute to the spirit of the Afghan people, to the resolve of our coalition and to the might of the United States military.

When I called our troops into action, I did so with complete confidence in their courage and skill. And tonight, thanks to them, we are winning the war on terror.

The men and women of our armed forces have delivered a message now clear to every enemy of the United States: Even 7,000 miles away, across oceans and continents, on mountaintops and in caves you will not escape the justice of this nation.

For many Americans, these four months have brought sorrow and pain that will never completely go away. Every day a retired firefighter returns to Ground Zero to feel closer to his two sons who died there. At a memorial in New York, a little boy left his football with a note for his lost father: "Dear Daddy, please take this to Heaven. I don't want to play football until I can play with you again someday." Last month, at the grave of her husband, Micheal, a CIA officer and Marine who died in Mazar-e Sharif, Shannon Spann said these words of farewell: "Semper fi, my love." Shannon is with us tonight.

Shannon, I assure you and all who have lost a loved one that our cause is just, and our country will never forget the debt we owe Micheal and all who gave their lives for freedom.
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Our cause is just, and it continues. Our discoveries in Afghanistan confirmed our worst fears and showed us the true scope of the task ahead. We have seen the depth of our enemies' hatred in videos where they laugh about the loss of innocent life.

And the depth of their hatred is equaled by the madness of the destruction they design. We have found diagrams of American nuclear power plants and public water facilities, detailed instructions for making chemical weapons, surveillance maps of American cities, and thorough descriptions of landmarks in America and throughout the world.

What we have found in Afghanistan confirms that, far from ending there, our war against terror is only beginning. Most of the 19 men who hijacked planes on September the 11th were trained in Afghanistan's camps. And so were tens of thousands of others. Thousands of dangerous killers, schooled in the methods of murder, often supported by outlaw regimes, are now spread throughout the world like ticking time bombs, set to go off without warning.

Thanks to the work of our law enforcement officials and coalition partners, hundreds of terrorists have been arrested, yet tens of thousands of trained terrorists are still at large. These enemies view the entire world as a battlefield, and we must pursue them wherever they are. So long as training camps operate, so long as nations harbor terrorists, freedom is at risk and America and our allies must not, and will not, allow it.

Our nation will continue to be steadfast, and patient and persistent in the pursuit of two great objectives. First, we will shut down terrorist camps, disrupt terrorist plans and bring terrorists to justice. And second, we must prevent the terrorists and regimes who seek chemical, biological or nuclear weapons from threatening the United States and the world.

Our military has put the terror training camps of Afghanistan out of business, yet camps still exist in at least a dozen countries. A terrorist underworld -- including groups like Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad and Jaish-i-Mohammed -- operates in remote jungles and deserts, and hides in the centers of large cities.

While the most visible military action is in Afghanistan, America is acting elsewhere.

We now have troops in the Philippines helping to train that country's armed forces to go after terrorist cells that have executed an American and still hold hostages. Our soldiers, working with the Bosnian government, seized terrorists who were plotting to bomb our embassy. Our Navy is patrolling the coast of Africa to block the shipment of weapons and the establishment of terrorist camps in Somalia.

My hope is that all nations will heed our call and eliminate the terrorist parasites who threaten their countries and our own.

Many nations are acting forcefully. Pakistan is now cracking down on terror, and I admire the strong leadership of President Musharraf. But some governments will be timid in the face of terror. And make no mistake about it: If they do not act, America will.

Our second goal is to prevent regimes that sponsor terror from threatening America or our friends and allies with weapons of mass destruction.

Some of these regimes have been pretty quiet since September 11, but we know their true nature. North Korea is a regime arming with missiles and weapons of mass destruction, while starving its citizens.

Iran aggressively pursues these weapons and exports terror, while an unelected few repress the Iranian people's hope for freedom.
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Iraq continues to flaunt its hostility toward America and to support terror. The Iraqi regime has plotted to develop anthrax and nerve gas and nuclear weapons for over a decade. This is a regime that has already used poison gas to murder thousands of its own citizens, leaving the bodies of mothers huddled over their dead children. This is a regime that agreed to international inspections then kicked out the inspectors. This is a regime that has something to hide from the civilized world.

States like these, and their terrorist allies, constitute an axis of evil, arming to threaten the peace of the world. By seeking weapons of mass destruction, these regimes pose a grave and growing danger. They could provide these arms to terrorists, giving them the means to match their hatred. They could attack our allies or attempt to blackmail the United States. In any of these cases, the price of indifference would be catastrophic.

We will work closely with our coalition to deny terrorists and their state sponsors the materials, technology and expertise to make and deliver weapons of mass destruction.

We will develop and deploy effective missile defenses to protect America and our allies from sudden attack.

And all nations should know: America will do what is necessary to ensure our nation's security.

We'll be deliberate, yet time is not on our side. I will not wait on events while dangers gather. I will not stand by as peril draws closer and closer. The United States of America will not permit the world's most dangerous regimes to threaten us with the world's most destructive weapons.

Our war on terror is well begun, but it is only begun. This campaign may not be finished on our watch, yet it must be and it will be waged on our watch.

We can't stop short. If we stopped now, leaving terror camps intact and terror states unchecked, our sense of security would be false and temporary. History has called America and our allies to action, and it is both our responsibility and our privilege to fight freedom's fight.

Our first priority must always be the security of our nation, and that will be reflected in the budget I send to Congress. My budget supports three great goals for America: We will win this war, we will protect our homeland, and we will revive our economy.

September 11 brought out the best in America and the best in this Congress, and I join the American people in applauding your unity and resolve. Now Americans deserve to have this same spirit directed toward addressing problems here at home.

I am a proud member of my party. Yet as we act to win the war, protect our people and create jobs in America, we must act first and foremost not as Republicans, not as Democrats, but as Americans.

It costs a lot to fight this war. We have spent more than a billion dollars a month -- over $30 million a day -- and we must be prepared for future operations. Afghanistan proved that expensive precision weapons defeat the enemy and spare innocent lives, and we need more of them. We need to replace aging aircraft and make our military more agile to put our troops anywhere in the world quickly and safely.

Our men and women in uniform deserve the best weapons, the best equipment and the best training and they also deserve another pay raise. My budget includes the largest increase in defense spending in two decades, because while the price of freedom and security is high, it is never too high. Whatever it costs to defend our country, we will pay.
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The next priority of my budget is to do everything possible to protect our citizens and strengthen our nation against the ongoing threat of another attack.

Time and distance from the events of September the 11th will not make us safer unless we act on its lessons. America is no longer protected by vast oceans. We are protected from attack only by vigorous action abroad and increased vigilance at home.

My budget nearly doubles funding for a sustained strategy of homeland security, focused on four key areas: bioterrorism; emergency response; airport and border security; and improved intelligence.

We will develop vaccines to fight anthrax and other deadly diseases. We'll increase funding to help states and communities train and equip our heroic police and firefighters.

We will improve intelligence collection and sharing, expand patrols at our borders, strengthen the security of air travel, and use technology to track the arrivals and departures of visitors to the United States.

Homeland security will make America not only stronger but in many ways better. Knowledge gained from bioterrorism research will improve public health. Stronger police and fire departments will mean safer neighborhoods. Stricter border enforcement will help combat illegal drugs.

And as government works to better secure our homeland, America will continue to depend on the eyes and ears of alert citizens. A few days before Christmas, an airline flight attendant spotted a passenger lighting a match. The crew and passengers quickly subdued the man, who had been trained by al Qaeda and was armed with explosives. The people on that airplane were alert, and as a result likely saved nearly 200 lives. And tonight we welcome and thank flight attendants Hermis Moutardier and Christina Jones.

Once we have funded our national security and our homeland security, the final great priority of my budget is economic security for the American people. To achieve these great national objectives -- to win the war, protect the homeland and revitalize our economy -- our budget will run a deficit that will be small and short term so long as Congress restrains spending and acts in a fiscally responsible way.

Americans who have lost their jobs need our help, and I support extending unemployment benefits and direct assistance for health care coverage. Yet American workers want more than unemployment checks. They want a steady paycheck.

When America works, America prospers, so my economic security plan can be summed up in one word: jobs. Good jobs begin with good schools, and here we've made a fine start. Republicans and Democrats worked together to achieve historic education reform so that no child is left behind. I was proud to work with members of both parties, Chairman John Boehner and Congressman George Miller, Senator Judd Gregg. And I was so proud of our work I even had nice things to say about my friend Ted Kennedy.

There's more to do. We need to prepare our children to read and succeed in school with improved Head Start and early childhood development programs. We must upgrade our teacher colleges and teacher training and launch a major recruiting drive with a great goal for America: a quality teacher in every classroom.

Good jobs also depend on reliable and affordable energy. This Congress must act to encourage conservation, promote technology, build infrastructure, and it must act to increase energy production at home so America is less dependent on foreign oil.
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Good jobs depend on expanded trade. Selling into new markets creates new jobs, so I ask Congress to finally approve trade promotion authority.

On these two key issues, trade and energy, the House of Representatives has acted to create jobs and I urge the Senate to pass this legislation.

Good jobs depend on expanded trade. Selling into new markets creates new jobs, so I ask Congress to finally approve trade promotion authority.

On these two key issues, trade and energy, the House of Representatives has acted to create jobs and I urge the Senate to pass this legislation.

Good jobs depend on sound tax policy. Last year, some in this hall thought my tax relief plan was too small, some thought it was too big. But when those checks arrived in the mail, most Americans thought tax relief was just about right.

Congress listened to the people and responded by reducing tax rates, doubling the child credit and ending the death tax. For the sake of long-term growth, and to help Americans plan for the future, let's make these tax cuts permanent.

The way out of this recession, the way to create jobs, is to grow the economy by encouraging investment in factories and equipment, and by speeding up tax relief so people have more money to spend. For the sake of American workers, let's pass a stimulus package. Good jobs must be the aim of welfare reform. As we reauthorize these important reforms, we must always remember: The goal is to reduce dependency on government and offer every American the dignity of a job.

Americans know economic security can vanish in an instant without health security. I ask Congress to join me this year to enact a Patients' Bill of Rights to give uninsured workers credits to help buy health coverage, to approve an historic increase in spending for veterans' health and to give seniors a sound and modern Medicare system that includes coverage for prescription drugs.

A good job job should lto security in retirement. I ask Congress to enact new safeguards for 401(k) and pension plans. Employees who have worked hard and saved all their lives should not have to risk losing everything if their company fails.

Through stricter accounting standards and tougher disclosure requirements, corporate America must be made more accountable to employees and shareholders and held to the highest standards of conduct.

Retirement security also depends upon keeping the commitments of Social Security, and we will. We must make Social Security financially stable and allow personal retirement accounts for younger workers who choose them.

Members, you and I will work together in the months ahead on other issues: productive farm policy, a cleaner environment, broader home ownership, especially among minorities and ways to encourage the good work of charities and faith-based groups.

I ask you to join me on these important domestic issues in the same spirit of cooperation we have applied to our war against terrorism.
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During these last few months, I've been humbled and privileged to see the true character of this country in a time of testing. Our enemies believed America was weak and materialistic, that we would splinter in fear and selfishness. They were as wrong as they are evil. The American people have responded magnificently, with courage and compassion, strength and resolve. As I have met the heroes, hugged the families and looked into the tired faces of rescuers, I have stood in awe of the American people.

And I hope you will join me in expressing thanks to one American for the strength and calm and comfort she brings to our nation in crisis: our first lady, Laura Bush.

None of us would ever wish the evil that was done on September 11th, yet after America was attacked, it was as if our entire country looked into a mirror and saw our better selves. We were reminded that we are citizens, with obligations to each other, to our country and to history. We began to think less of the goods we can accumulate and more about the good we can do.

For too long our culture has said, "If it feels good, do it." Now America is embracing a new ethic and a new creed: "Let's roll." In the sacrifice of soldiers, the fierce brotherhood of firefighters, and the bravery and generosity of ordinary citizens, we have glimpsed what a new culture of responsibility could look like. We want to be a Nation that serves goals larger than self. We have been offered a unique opportunity, and we must not let this moment pass.

My call tonight is for every American to commit at least two years, 4,000 hours over the rest of your lifetime, to the service of your neighbors and your nation.

Many are already serving and I thank you. If you aren't sure how to help, I've got a good place to start. To sustain and extend the best that has emerged in America, I invite you to join the new USA Freedom Corps.

The Freedom Corps will focus on three areas of need: responding in case of crisis at home, rebuilding our communities, and extending American compassion throughout the world. One purpose of the USA Freedom Corps will be homeland security. America needs retired doctors and nurses who can be mobilized in major emergencies ... volunteers to help police and fire departments, transportation and utility workers well-trained in spotting danger.

Our country also needs citizens working to rebuild our communities. We need mentors to love children, especially children whose parents are in prison, and we need more talented teachers in troubled schools. USA Freedom Corps will expand and improve the good efforts of AmeriCorps and Senior Corps to recruit more than 200,000 new volunteers.

And America needs citizens to extend the compassion of our country to every part of the world. So we will renew the promise of the Peace Corps, double its volunteers over the next five years, and ask it to join a new effort to encourage development, and education, and opportunity in the Islamic world.

This time of adversity offers a unique moment of opportunity, a moment we must seize to change our culture. Through the gathering momentum of millions of acts of service and decency and kindness, I know: We can overcome evil with greater good.

And we have a great opportunity during this time of war to lead the world toward the values that will bring lasting peace. All fathers and mothers, in all societies, want their children to be educated and live free from poverty and violence. No people on Earth yearn to be oppressed, or aspire to servitude, or eagerly await the midnight knock of the secret police.
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If anyone doubts this, let them look to Afghanistan, where the Islamic "street" greeted the fall of tyranny with song and celebration. Let the skeptics look to Islam's own rich history -- with its centuries of learning, and tolerance, and progress.

America will lead by defending liberty and justice because they are right and true and unchanging for all people everywhere. No nation owns these aspirations, and no nation is exempt from them. We have no intention of imposing our culture -- but America will always stand firm for the non-negotiable demands of human dignity: the rule of law ... limits on the power of the state ... respect for women ... private property ... free speech ... equal justice ... and religious tolerance.

America will take the side of brave men and women who advocate these values around the world -- including the Islamic world -- because we have a greater objective than eliminating threats and containing resentment. We seek a just and peaceful world beyond the war on terror.

In this moment of opportunity, a common danger is erasing old rivalries. America is working with Russia, China, and India in ways we never have before to achieve peace and prosperity. In every region, free markets and free trade and free societies are proving their power to lift lives. Together with friends and allies from Europe to Asia, from Africa to Latin America, we will demonstrate that the forces of terror cannot stop the momentum of freedom.

The last time I spoke here, I expressed the hope that life would return to normal. In some ways, it has. In others, it never will. Those of us who have lived through these challenging times have been changed by them. We've come to know truths that we will never question: Evil is real, and it must be opposed.

Beyond all differences of race or creed, we are one country, mourning together and facing danger together. Deep in the American character, there is honor, and it is stronger than cynicism. Many have discovered again that even in tragedy, especially in tragedy, God is near.

In a single instant, we realized that this will be a decisive decade in the history of liberty -- that we have been called to a unique role in human events. Rarely has the world faced a choice more clear or consequential.

Our enemies send other people's children on missions of suicide and murder. They embrace tyranny and death as a cause and a creed. We stand for a different choice -- made long ago, on the day of our founding. We affirm it again today. We choose freedom and the dignity of every life.

Steadfast in our purpose, we now press on. We have known freedom's price. We have shown freedom's power. And in this great conflict, my fellow Americans, we will see freedom's victory.

Thank you, thank you all, and may God bless.
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GLOSSARY OF KEY CONCEPTS
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Civics Strand: Thematic Category 

A. Structure and Purposes of Government
C-1A-H1
analyzing the necessity and purposes of politics and government and identifying examples that fit within those purposes
Preamble to the Constitution – the introduction to the U.S. Constitution that explains its purpose and sets forth six goals of the Constitution and the government it is creating. With the first three words, “We the People. . .,” the principle of popular sovereignty is established.  (See and discuss the actual Preamble to the Constitution).
purposes of government – The general purposes of any government are 1. to resolve conflict, 2. provide public services, 3. provide for the national security and common defense, 4. set goals for public policies, and 5. preserve the culture(s) of the society.
domestic tranquility – internal peace; lack of disturbances within a country.
common defense – a nation’s security and defense against attacks from other nations or groups.
general welfare – the good of the community or nation as a whole; also referred to as the common good.
justice – fair distribution of benefits and burdens, fair correction of wrongs and injuries, or use of fair procedures in gathering information and making decisions.
liberty – individual rights protected by the Constitution against powers of the government; also referred to as civil liberties.
C-1A-H2
comparing and evaluating the essential characteristics of various systems of government and identifying historical and contemporary examples of each
Political spectrum (totalitarianism to democracy):
reactionary, conservative, moderate, liberal, radical – A liberal is a person who holds a set of political beliefs that includes the advocacy of active government intervention to improve the welfare of individuals, support for civil rights, and political change. Liberals generally support social welfare programs that assist the poor and disadvantaged, accept the notion of expanding the role of the national government and generally favor decreasing defense spending. A 
conservative is a person with a set of political beliefs that include a limited role for government, support for traditional values, and preference for the status quo. Conservatives generally support limiting welfare programs, favor giving state and local governments more control over their own citizens and finances, and generally favor maintaining or increasing defense spending. Conservatives are on the right side of the political spectrum known as the right wing, and liberals are on the left side known as the left wing. A moderate is a person with political views that are in the middle ground between liberal and conservative. Moderates rarely classify themselves as either liberal or conservative. A radical is a person on the extreme left or right of the political spectrum who may even resort to violence to achieve goals. The radical left works against the established political agencies to reach goals and may accept or advocate overthrowing the government to achieve these goals. These include communists and socialists. 

The radical right resists change and may fight to return to values and social systems they believe existed in the past. These include reactionaries and fascists. A reactionary is a person who resists change much more strongly than do either moderates of conservatives. Reactionaries not only do not want society to change, they are willing to actively fight against social change. 
hawk, dove – In the late 1960s, during President L.B. Johnson’s term in office, a bitter debate developed over the U.S. role in the Vietnam War. The nation divided into hawks, those favoring sterner military action to end the war, and doves, those who called for a cutback in the fighting and eventual U.S. withdrawal from the war.
Forms of government:
unlimited, limited – Unlimited government refers to a government in which the ruler(s) has complete and absolute power. Limited government refers to a government principle that government should perform only the functions that the people have given it the power to perform.
direct democracy – a system of government in which political decisions are made by the people themselves rather than by elected representatives. This form of government was widely practiced in Ancient Greece.
indirect democracy (republic, parliamentary) – Indirect democracy is also known as representative democracy. It is a system of democracy in which the people elect representatives who work within government on behalf of the people. The founders of U.S. democracy preferred to use the term republic. Today there are 2 forms of representative democracy: presidential and parliamentary. In a presidential democracy, the lawmaking and law-implementing branches of government are separate. In a parliamentary democracy, the two branches overlap.
dictatorship – a form of government in which absolute power is exercised by a single person who has usually obtained and/or maintained his/her power by the use of force.
monarchy (absolute, constitutional) – a system of government ruled by a hereditary leader (a king, queen, shah). An absolute monarch has unlimited powers and is likely above the law. Under a constitutional monarchy, the monarch shares the governmental powers with elected lawmakers.
C-1A-H3
explaining and evaluating issues related to the distribution of powers and responsibilities within the federal system 
Governmental powers:
delegated – These powers are also called expressed or enumerated powers. They are directly granted to the federal government by the Constitution in Article I, Section 8.
concurrent – powers held by both the federal and state governments.
reserved – powers that are neither granted to the federal government nor expressly forbidden to the states and are therefore retained by the states or by the people.

implied (necessary and proper clause, elastic clause) – the powers granted to the federal government in Article I, Section 8, Clause 18, of the Constitution. In this clause, Congress is given the power to make all laws “necessary and proper” to carry out its responsibilities. This is also called the elastic clause because it gives Congress powers that can be reasonably inferred from the brief wording of its expressed powers.
denied – these are the powers expressly denied to the federal government in Article I, Section 9 and in the First through Eighth Amendments; for example, the federal government can not tax goods sold to other countries, nor can it pass laws that significantly restrain our constitutional rights and liberties.
Limits on government:
checks and balances – a major principle of American government in which each of the three branches of the federal government is given the means to check – restrain or balance – the actions of the other two branches.
separation of powers – dividing government into three separate branches with different duties and powers and the ability to act as a check on each other’s powers. 

federalism – a system in which the powers to govern are shared between the national government and state governments with the national government having supremacy over state governments.
judicial review – the powers of the courts to determine the constitutionality of the actions of the government. It was first established in Marbury v. Madison (1803).
supremacy clause – The Supremacy Clause is in Article VI, Section 2 of the Constitution and establishes two principles. It establishes the federal government superior over all state and local governments. It also establishes the Constitution as the “supreme law of the land,” making it superior over all levels of government in the United States.
item veto – It is also known as line-item veto, and is a power used by the executive branches at some state levels (not at the federal level) to veto one or more provisions of a bill while allowing the remainder of the bill to become law.
customs and traditions – Over time, a certain number of unwritten customs have taken on the strength of written laws; for example, today we accept the existence of a presidential cabinet even though the Constitution does not mention one. Tradition also sometimes evolves to written law; for example, for many years no president ran for a third term until Franklin D. Roosevelt defied tradition. As a result of his four terms, the Twenty-second Amendment was added to the Constitution limiting the president’s tenure to two terms. Through customs and traditions, the Constitution has been informally changed.
amendment – written changes or additions to a law or body of laws, such as the United States Constitution. The Constitution is formally changed through the amendment process.
impeachment – formal charges brought against a public official for misconduct or wrongdoing in office. The U.S. House of Representatives, by majority vote, brings charges or impeaches. Then the U.S. Senate, by a 2/3 vote of Senators present, convict. Impeachment removes a public official from office. 
Branches of government:
legislative (bicameral vs. unicameral) – The legislative branch of government has the primary responsibility for making laws. Article I of the Constitution establishes this branch of the federal government and outlines its functions and powers, and describes how laws should be made. A bicameral legislature is make up of two chambers or houses. The United States has a bicameral legislature – Congress – composed of the House of Representatives and the Senate. A unicameral legislature has only one legislative body or house.
executive – The executive branch of the federal government has the primary responsibility for carrying out the laws passed by the legislative branch. It is headed by the president and includes the vice president, the president’s cabinet, executive departments, executives offices, executive corporations, and executive agencies. Article II of the Constitution establishes this branch and outlines its powers and functions.
judicial – Article III of the Constitution establishes this branch of the federal government. It states that there shall be one Supreme Court and gives Congress the power to create lower courts.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1C-1A-H4
explaining the organization and functions of local, state, and national governments and evaluating their relationships
City government:
Mayor Council – a plan for city government in which the mayor is elected chief executive and the council is the legislative branch.
City Manager – an official appointed by an elected city council to administer city government.
Commission Plan – a plan for municipal government that consists of a commission of three to nine members who have both legislative and executive powers.
Structure/functions of parish government:
District Attorney – an attorney who initiates and conducts legal action on behalf of the government, especially in criminal proceedings.
District Court – On the bottom tier of the court systems in the U.S. are the district courts, which are the trial courts.
Clerk of Court – the official who registers and records documents such as deeds, mortgages, birth and death certificates, and divorce decrees; sometimes referred to as the county clerk.
Sheriff – official who maintains the jail and serves as the police official in areas of the county/parish that are outside city limits.
Police Jury/Parish Council – a governing board of local counties/parishes whose primary powers are generally legislative and executive; such as, passing of health and zoning ordinances, collecting taxes, appropriating funds, administering the courts, jails, hospitals, roadways, welfare programs and elections. Its members are usually elected from county/parish districts.
Assessor – an official that sets value on taxable property in the county/parish.
Coroner – an official who investigates violent deaths and deaths not witnessed by a doctor.
Ward/Precinct – the smallest voting district at the local level.
parish seat – a town in the parish where the parish government resides.
Structure/functions of state government:
Governor – Under most state constitutions, the governor is chief executive in state government. The powers of this office usually include the executive powers of appointment of state department and agency heads, execution of all state laws passed by the state legislature, planning the state budget, and commander in chief of armed forces of the state. The governor usually has the legislative powers of calling special sessions of the state legislature, vetoing state legislation, and recommending state legislation. Governors also usually have the judicial powers of pardon, reprieve and parole.
Lieutenant Governor – a state official who acts as governor should the governor be absent from the state, become disabled or die. He/she may also act as president of the state senate.
Attorney General – a state official, usually elected, who is a member of the state’s executive branch and heads the Justice Department. He/she handles lawsuits involving the state and its officials and deals with local prosecutors.
Legislature – the branch of the state government whose primary responsibility is to make state laws. All states have bicameral legislatures except Nebraska which has a unicameral legislature.
state court system – the judicial branch of state government that is usually organized around three levels of courts: state trial courts, state intermediate appellate courts and state supreme court.
Structure/functions of federal government:
President – the elected head of the executive branch of the federal government. The president has the role of chief of state, the personal symbol of the country. Another role is that of chief executive, responsible for carrying out and enforcing laws and acts of Congress, the decisions of the federal courts, and treaties signed by the U.S. The president also has the powers of appointment and removal of top ranking officials of the national government, the power of granting reprieves, pardons and amnesty for offenses against the U.S. The president is commander in chief of the country’s armed forces, chief diplomat with the powers to negotiate treaties, promotes legislation and prepares the national budget, has veto over legislation, and the power to call special sessions of Congress. He/she is also the head of his/her political party.
Vice-President – an elected member of the executive branch of the federal government whose responsibility is to take over the presidency if the president becomes unable to perform his/her duties or dies. The vice president is also the president of the Senate, casting only a tie-breaking vote, when needed.
Cabinet – an advisory group selected by the president to assist with decision making. A cabinet is traditionally composed of the heads of the executive departments and other officers, all appointed by the president.
Congress – the elected legislative branch of the federal government. It is bicameral and consists of the House of Representatives, whose members are elected from each state (number from each state based on the state’s population), and the Senate, whose members are elected from each state (2 per state). The main function of Congress is to make laws.
Supreme Court, District Court, Court of Appeals – The federal court system is a three-tiered structure that consists of U.S. district courts, courts of appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court. On the bottom tier are the U.S. district courts which are trial courts. The U.S. courts of appeals, or appellate courts, are located on the middle tier. They are known as circuit courts of appeal because each is located in one of the thirteen judicial circuits established by Congress. These are reviewing courts because they review the records of lower court proceedings. The U.S. Supreme Court is at the highest level of the tier. It is also an appellate court.
Regulatory and independent agencies – These agencies are part of the executive branch of the federal government but outside the major executive departments. An independent regulatory agency is an agency that is charged with creating and implementing rules to regulate private activity and protect the public interest in certain areas. For example, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regulates communication and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) regulates the stock market. An independent executive agency is a bureaucratic organization that reports directly to the president and focuses on a single area – for example, the environment or the space program.
Amendment 20 – ratified in 1933, it reset the date for convening a term of Congress to January 3 of odd years. Each Congress is numbered (the 108th Congress convened January 3, 2003) and lasts for a meeting period of 2 years, with each session meeting from January 3 to usually the end of November or early December. 
Amendment 22 – ratified in 1951, it set the limit to two terms or 10 years for the president.
Amendment 25 – ratified in 1967, it set up presidential succession. It established that the vice president becomes president if the office is vacant, and as the new president, appoints, with Congressional approval, the new vice president.
Roles/duties, qualifications, and terms of office for elected and appointed officials – See attached Chart.
Related terms:
charter – a document issued by a government that grants rights to a person, group of persons, or a corporation to carry on a certain activity.
proposition – a procedure by which voters can propose a change in state and local laws by means of gathering signatures on a petition and submitting it to the legislature for approval or gathering signatures on a petition to place it on the ballot for voter approval.
home rule – the power of local governments to do anything not prohibited by the Constitution, federal laws, the state constitution, or state laws.
ordinance – a municipal statue or regulation.
warrant – an order issued by a court authorizing a public official to proceed in a special manner, such as a search warrant or arrest warrant.
extradition – a process by which a fugitive suspected of a crime is returned to the jurisdiction of the prosecuting state.
C-1A-H5
evaluating the role and importance of law in the American political system and applying criteria to evaluate laws
Rule/importance of law in the American political system – students should be able to analyze or assess the role of law in the American political system and analyze or assess the importance of law in American society in regard to a given issue (e.g., analyze the impact of a given law, or assess the argument that Americans rely too much on the legal system to solve problems that could be solved by other means).
establishing limits on those who govern and the governed – See powers: delegated, concurrent, reserved, implied, checks and balances, judicial review, and Civic Strand: Thematic Category D. Roles of the Citizen.
protecting individual liberties and the rights of the accused – See Bill of Rights, due process of law, and Amendments. 
How a bill becomes a law – See attached flow chart.
Judicial review – the power of the courts to determine the constitutionality of the actions of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government. It was first established in Marbury v. Madison (1803).
Due process of law – it is also called the due process clause. It is the constitutional requirement that the government may not act unfairly of arbitrarily when denying an individual his/her rights.
Fifth Amendment, Fourteenth Amendment – These 2 amendments guarantee due process of law to all individuals in the U.S. The Fifth Amendment, applicable to the federal government, guarantees due process of law. The Fourteenth Amendment guarantees equal treatment under the law for all persons, and its due process and equal protection clauses give individuals due process under state governments and their local subdivisions.
Criteria for evaluating rules and laws (e.g., fairness and enforce ability) – Criteria for evaluating rules or laws are as follows: What is the rule/law to be evaluated? What is the purpose of the rule/law? Is a rule/law necessary or are there better ways to accomplish the same purpose? What might be the effect of the rule/law? What are the strengths and weaknesses of the rule/law? Is the rule/law fair, easy to understand, well designed to achieve its purpose, clear as to what is expected, designed so that it doesn’t interfere unnecessarily with other values such as privacy or freedom, and is it possible to follow? Should the rule/law be kept as it is, or eliminated? Why?
C-1A-H6
examining the major responsibilities of the national government for domestic and foreign policy 
Responsibilities of federal government for domestic and foreign policy – The federal government shares the responsibilities of domestic policy with that of state and local governments. These include economic policies (taxing and spending), policies for fighting crime, policies for fighting poverty, and policies for controlling environmental pollution. The federal government is mainly responsible for foreign policy issues. These include all economic, military, commercial and diplomatic positions and actions taken by the U.S. in its relationships with other countries.
Division of responsibilities for foreign policy/foreign affairs – The executive and legislative branches of the U.S. government have responsibilities for foreign policies and affairs. The president oversees the military and guides defense policies, negotiates treaties and makes executive agreements, appoints ambassadors and receives ambassadors from other countries, has access to information, and influences through his budget-making powers and political party leadership. Cabinet members concern themselves with foreign affairs and make recommendations. Other agencies, such as the National Security Council and the Central Intelligence Agency, are directly concerned with foreign affairs. Although the executive branch leads in foreign matters, Congress also has some power over this area. It has the power to declare war, appropriate funds, and the Senate has the power to approve or reject treaties and appointments of ambassadors.
Concepts related to foreign policy (see also Key Concepts for Category “C”):
foreign relations – any relationship, such as treaties, agreements, and alliances, that the United States has with another country.
diplomatic recognition – The president has the power to accept the legal existence of another country’s government; this is called power of recognition. Recognition of another country’s government is required before diplomatic relations or negotiations between that country and the United States can be undertaken.
interdependence – the conditions of individuals, organizations, and nations being dependent upon one another.
United Nations – an organization of member nations whose purpose is to preserve world peace, encourage just actions between nations, help nations solve their problems, and serve as an agency through which nations can work toward these goals.
human rights – the basic rights to which all people, as human beings, are naturally entitled. These rights are stated in the Declaration of Independence as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
They are guaranteed and protected by the Bill of Rights. The United Nations in1948 adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
balance of trade – relationship between the value of a nation’s exports and the value of its imports in a given year. If imports are greater than exports, the balance is negative. If exports are greater than imports, the balance is positive. If these are equal, trade is balanced.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1trade deficit – when a country has a negative balance of trade; that is, the value of a country’s imports is greater than the value of its exports.
economic sanction – refusal to trade with a foreign country as means of expressing disapproval of that country’s political or economic policies.
C-1A-H7
explaining how government is financed through taxation
Amendment 16 – ratified in 1913, it allows the federal government to collect taxes on income earned by citizens.
Amendment 24 – ratified in 1964, it prohibits state governments from requiring people to pay a tax to qualify to vote, thereby, extending the right to vote to people who could not afford to pay a poll tax.
Sources of government revenue:
taxes, fines – A tax is a sum of money a person is required to pay to a government. Article I, Section 8, of the Constitution gives Congress the power to levy and collect taxes. Originally, Congress was not allowed to collect a direct tax (any tax that must be paid directly to the government by the taxpayers – See the Sixteenth Amendment). An indirect tax is paid to another party who in turn pays it to the government (i.g., sales tax paid to vendor who pays the government). A fine is a sum of money paid to government as punishment for failing to obey government regulations or laws.
licenses, user fees – A license is a document granted by government that gives a person the right to do some activity (e.g., drive a car, fish) or work in a particular occupation (also referred to as certification). A user fee is a government’s charge for services of the use of public facilities (i.e., bridge tolls).
borrowing – When the government spends more than it collects in taxes and other revenues, it has to borrow money. The Constitution gives Congress the right to borrow money. This debt makes up the national debt and payments become part of the national budget.
Types and uses of taxes:
proportional tax – a system by which taxpayers pay a fixed percentage of every dollar of income. When income increases or decreases, the taxes paid increase or decrease, accordingly.
progressive tax – With progressive taxation, the actual percentage of taxes paid – the tax rate – rises as income rises.
regressive tax – It is the opposite of a progressive tax. With a regressive tax, the rate of taxation decreases as income rises.
specific taxes (e.g., Social Security tax, income tax, sales tax, tariffs) – The Social Security tax is a required payroll tax paid by employees and employers. A worker pays this tax while working and receives benefits after retirement. An income tax is a tax that the government levies on income. (See proportional, progressive and regressive taxes). A sales tax is a tax levied as a proportion of the retail price of any good when it is sold. Tariffs are taxes that the government levies on imported goods.

Civics Strand: Thematic Category 
B. Foundations of the American Political System
C-1B-H1
analyzing the central ideas and historical origins of American constitutional government and evaluating how this form of government has helped to shape American society
C-1B-H2
explaining basic democratic beliefs and principles of constitutional democracy in American society and applying them to the analysis of issues of conflicting beliefs and principles
C-1B-H3
analyzing the nature of American political and social conflict
C-1B-H4
evaluating issues related to the differences between American ideals and the realities of American social and political life
C-1B-H5
evaluating the roles of political parties, campaigns, and elections in American politics
C-1B-H6
analyzing the historical and contemporary roles of associations and groups in local, state, and national politics
Historical documents that shaped our ideas of democracy:
Magna Carta – The British Great Charter of freedom signed in 1215 by King John guaranteeing fundamental rights such as trial by jury, due process of law , and government fairness in its actions. It guaranteed no loss of life, liberty, or property, except in accordance with law. It limited the governing powers of the English monarchy for the first time.
English Bill of Rights – William and Mary of Orange assumed the British throne in 1689 agreeing to this document guaranteeing the right of British subjects to petition the king, to bear arms, and prohibited excessive bails and fines and cruel and unusual punishment.
Mayflower Compact – an agreement signed in 1620 by all males aboard the ship Mayflower, before landing in Plymouth, to form a political body governed by majority rule.
Declaration of Independence – the document, drafted by Thomas Jefferson in 1776, that announced the final, momentous step in the colonies’ resistance to the British government and renounced the British government’s sovereignty over the colonies.
Articles of Confederation – the compact made among the thirteen original American states to form the basis of their government; it was adopted by Congress in 1781 and replaced by the United States Constitution in 1788.
U.S. Constitution – a document, adopted by the thirteen original states of the Unite States in 1788,
that set up the United States government that is still in existence today. It includes the Bill of Rights and other amendments, guaranteeing the rights of all persons in the United States.
Federalists Papers – a series of essays written between 1787 and 1788  by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay urging the adoption of the U.S. Constitution and supporting the need for a strong national government.
Gettysburg Address – a speech delivered by Abraham Lincoln on November 19, 1863, at the dedication of a national cemetery at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, the site of a decisive Civil War battle.
Principles of the U.S. constitutional government:
federal union – a system of government in which authority is shared between national and state or other regional governments by a written constitution. All these levels of government have powers to govern; however, the national government’s authority is supreme.
separation of powers – the division of powers among different branches of government; in the United States, among a legislative, executive and judicial branches.
checks and balances – the balancing of power among different branches of government so that each of the three branches is given the means to check the actions of the other two branches.
individual liberties – These are also known as civil liberties and are defined as constitutional protections against certain government actions.
consent of the governed – a concept of government by which those governed voluntarily agree to be governed by their representatives.
popular sovereignty – principle in which the people are the ultimate source of any power given to the government.
Related concepts:
European philosophers – Long before the Revolutionary War, most American colonists were familiar with important philosophical ideas that underline our government today. From the ancient Greek and Roman philosophers, such as Aristotle, came the ideas of classical republicanism. From two Englishmen, Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, came the natural rights philosophy. From the Frenchman, Baron de Montesquieu, came the idea of a system of government that divides and balances power. Ideas of civic virtue came from the Italian, Niccolo Machievelli and the Frenchman, Jean-Jacques Rousseau.
limited government – in the natural rights philosophy, a system restricted to protecting natural rights and that does not interfere with other aspects of life.
states’ rights – the doctrine that seeks to limit the power of the federal government by interpreting the U.S. Constitution in a way that stresses the retained rights of the states and insists that the federal government was granted only limited powers.
Supreme Law of the Land – The supremacy clause of Article VI of the Constitution gives the Constitution governing power over all levels of government in the United States, making it the “supreme law of the land.”
U.S. Census and reapportionment of districts – The U.S. Constitution instructs Congress to take a census every ten years. The reapportionment of Congressional districts (the redrawing of legislative district lines for election of members to the U.S. House of Representatives) occurs in accordance with population changes indicated by the census.
Compromises or Plans:
bicameral plans – with a two-house legislature, the wide-spread belief was that one house would check the actions of the other. However, a debate arose over proportional representation and equal representation.  The larger states favored proportional representation – the number of representatives based upon the number of people represented. The smaller states favored equal representation – the number of representatives equal for all states. The compromise was one house of each.
Virginia Plan – When considering the legislative branch of the federal government, this plan proposed a bicameral legislature. Members of the lower house were to be chosen by the people, the number of members from each state based upon the population of that state. The upper house would have fewer members that were to be chosen by the lower house.
New Jersey Plan – This plan differed from the Virginia Plan in several ways, but the most important was that each state would have equal representation in the legislature.
Great (Connecticut) Compromise – Adopted at the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention of 1787, this plan provided for equal representation of the states in the Senate, and proportional representation in the House of Representatives. 
Commerce Compromise – allowed Congress to regulate interstate commerce as well as commerce with other nations, and denied Congress the power to levy export taxes. It was a result of the southern states’ concern that Congress would tax their exports, the basis of their economic health.
3/5 Compromise – a result of the debate over how slaves would be counted in determining the number of representatives in the House of Representatives. It determined that 3/5 of the slave population would be counted for the purpose of representation and in the collection of taxes by Congress. This compromise was overturned in 1868 by the Fourteenth Amendment that gave former slaves citizenship.
Presidential Compromise (Electoral College) – Many writers of the Constitution did not trust the average person’s judgement in electing a president; they felt that the president should be chosen by the country’s elite. The result was the electoral college system. (See electoral college).
Political process:
political parties – a group of organized citizens with a broad set of common beliefs who join together to elect candidates to public office and determine public policy.
two-party system – political system in which two strong and established political parties compete for political office.
third parties – political parties other than the two major parties usually composed of dissatisfied groups that have split from the major parties.
primary/general elections – A primary election is an election held before the general election in which candidates from the same party compete for the party nomination. General elections are regularly scheduled statewide elections at which voters make the final selection for public office-holders.
run-off elections – a repeat election between two front runners in a prior election when no candidate has received a majority of votes. Run-off elections are usually held in places where the law requires a majority vote.
Electoral College – the group of electors who are selected by the voters in each state to officially elect the president and vice president. The number of electors in each state is equal to the number of each state’s representatives in both houses of Congress.
independent voter – a voter who does not identify with or regularly support a particular political party.
secret (Australian) ballot – a secret ballot that is prepared, distributed, and tabulated by government officials at public expense. The method was introduced to the United States from Australia in 1888 and replaced an open ballot.
campaign, platform – A campaign is an organized, planned action for the purpose of getting a candidate elected. It may include campaign manager(s), political consultant, fund raisers, speech writer and speeches, press secretary, policy experts, lawyers and accountants, researchers, travel planner, events coordinator, image building, etc. It includes how the candidate will become known to voters. A platform is the candidate’s or political party’s declaration of beliefs in areas such as crime, drug abuse, education.
national conventions (Republican, Democratic) – The national conventions of the major political parties are held four days in July or August. Two or three thousand delegates adopt the official party platform and decide who will be the party’s presidential and vice presidential candidates.
role of media – The media, especially television, has had a wide-ranging effect in general, especially during campaigns and elections. It is mainly through the media, especially television and newspapers, that candidates become familiar to the public. The media is also responsible for informing the public, sometimes incorrectly, of government actions and election results.
special interest groups and associations – organizations made up of people who share common objectives and who actively attempt to influence government policymakers through direct and indirect methods.
PACs, lobbyists – PACs (political action committees) are groups organized to collect money and provide financial support for political candidates. Lobbying refers to all attempts by organizations or individuals to influence the passage, defeat, or contents of legislation and the administrative decisions of government. A lobbyist is a representative of an organized lobby who handles the group’s lobbying efforts.
Techniques of Persuasion/Propaganda:
card stacking – A propaganda technique that attempts to persuade people to support a candidate or issue by making the positive characteristics far outweigh the negative. It can also be used to make the negative far outweigh the positive for opposing sides.
bandwagon – A propaganda technique that attempts to persuade people to support a candidate or issue because large numbers of other people are supposedly doing so.
testimonial/endorsement – A propaganda technique that involves persuading people to support an issue or candidate because well-known individuals, such as a prominent government official or famous entertainer, offer such support.
plain folks – A method of propaganda that attempts to attract people to a political figure by portraying him/her as just an average American.
transfer/association – A propaganda technique that involves associating a candidate with a respected person, group, or symbol.
glittering generalities – A propaganda method that uses broad, sweeping statements that sound impressive but have little real meaning.
name calling – A propaganda method that attaches a negative or unpopular label to a person to discredit that person’s public image.
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C. International Relationships
C-1C-H1
analyzing how the world is organized politically and evaluating how the interaction of political entities, such as nation-states and international organizations, affects the United States
C-1C-H2
analyzing the major foreign policy positions of the United States and evaluating their consequences
C-1C-H3
evaluating the effects of significant international developments on the United States
political organization of the world (nation-states) – The world is organized into bodies of people living in defined territories, organized under governments having the powers to make and enforce laws without consent of any higher authority. These are called countries, nations or nation-states. There are over 200 such countries in the world today.
Alliances and International organizations of nations (e.g., United Nations, NATO) – The United Nations is an organization of member countries established in 1945 to promote international cooperation and thus act together against any nation that threatens peace. NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) is an organization of member nations formed in 1949 to promote the collective defense of Western Europe, particularly against the threat of Soviet aggression. Each member country agreed that “an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or in North America shall be considered an attack against all.”
How nation-states interact, such as:
trade – the exchange of goods, services or natural resources among countries.
treaty (political, economic, military) – a formal agreement between the governments of two or more countries.
diplomacy – the process by which governments of countries establish and maintain political relations with each other through such means as treaties, agreements and alliances.
summit meetings – a conference between the heads of two or more nations.
embassies, ambassadors – An embassy is the official residence and offices of an ambassador. An ambassador is a diplomat of high rank who represents his/her government to a foreign country.
conflicts – the disagreement of two or more countries.
Foreign policy positions of the United States:
isolationism – a political policy of noninvolvement in world affairs.
protectionism – a country’s policy of protecting all its political, economic and military interests in its relationships with other countries.
sanctions, embargo – An economic sanction is a measure in which a government with-holds trade benefits, supplies, or economic aid to pressure a foreign government to cease certain activities. An embargo is a law or government order prohibiting trade with a foreign country.
neutrality – a position of not being aligned with either side in a dispute or conflict, such as a war.
strategic interest – a country’s interest in a specific political, economic, or military activity of another country.
national security – a nation’s independence and freedom from unwanted interference, threat, or takeover by another nation(s).
peace keeping – a policy of maintaining peace and security and of justice and cooperation in solutions of international problems.
human rights – (See human rights C-1A-H6).
foreign aid (humanitarian, economic, military) – aid from one country to another in the form of money, weapons and/or troops, skilled workers, knowledge, etc.
Washington’s Farewell Address – was published in the newspapers in September 1796. It announced that he would not serve as president of the United States again and also warned against “entangling alliances” – the U.S.’s playing favorites in the community of nations.
Monroe Doctrine – In 1823, President James Monroe addressed Congress, stating America’s intentions to stay out of the affairs of Europe and warning Europe to stay out of the affairs of North and South America.
Impact of U.S. foreign policy positions on the world:
e.g., trade embargo (China, Iraq) – After the Communist take over of China in late 1949, the U.S. ended its diplomatic and trade relations with mainland China. This did not change until the late 1970s when President Nixon began to again establish U.S. relations with China. After the Gulf War in the early 1990s, the U.S. imposed an embargo on Iraqi oil as part of the sanctions against Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.
e.g., NAFTA – North American Free Trade Agreement was approved by Congress in 1993 to extend free trade across North America, including not only the U.S. and Canada, but Mexico as well.
e.g., not conceding to terrorists (Iran) – In 1979, armed Islamic revolutionaries stormed the U.S. embassy in Tehran, Iran, to protest the U.S.’s allowing its ousted Shah into the U.S.  Sixty-six Americans were taken hostage. President Jimmy Carter refused to negotiate with the terrorists for the release of the hostages. It was not until early in 1981, after the death of the Shah, and as President Ronald Reagan took office, that the hostages were released.
e.g., human rights – The United States supports human rights throughout the world by publicly criticizing human rights violations by other nations. In some cases it has imposed economic sanctions on nations guilty of human rights violations. In 1986, Congress instituted economic sanctions against South Africa because of its policy of apartheid, its legal system of racial segregation. In 1990 and 1991, South Africa repealed apartheid and all laws that supported it.
Effects of international development on the U.S.
e.g., break up of the Soviet Union – At the end of the Cold War, the U.S. faced many questions of how to develop foreign policy appropriate to the new world situation. The U.S. no longer had a known “enemy” that guided its foreign policy. It had to make decisions to protect its national interests,  to promote democracy and human rights, possibly play “peacekeeper” in the world, and decide what priorities to take: profits from favorable trade agreements or human rights.
e.g., Middle East conflict – U.S. policy concerning the Middle East is torn between Israel, who has been backed by the U.S. since its creation after World War II, and the oil-rich Arab countries opposing Israel.
Economic, technological, and cultural influence of the United States on the world:
(Answers to this vary. See Inventors in History Strand).
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D. Roles of the Citizen
C-1D-H1
evaluating and defending positions on issues regarding the personal, political, and economic rights of citizens
C-1D-H2
evaluating and defending positions regarding the personal and civic responsibilities of citizens in American constitutional democracy
C-1D-H3
explaining and evaluating the various forms of political participation that citizens can use to monitor and shape the formation and implementation of public policy
C-1D-H4 
analyzing and evaluating the importance of political leadership, public service, and knowledgeable citizenry to American constitutional democracy
Rights of citizens:
personal rights (e.g., gun control, doctor assisted suicide) – These include both human rights and civil rights, rights that are guaranteed to all persons in the United States by the Constitution. These are rights such as life, liberty, freedom of speech, press, assembly, petition, religion, trial by jury. The constitutional right to bear arms and the increase of violent crimes committed with guns has lead to a debate over gun control. The right to “life” is often in conflict with the right to “die,” the right to assisted suicide. These controversies occupy political discussion throughout the United States.

economic rights (e.g., right to work, minimum wage, equal opportunity) – Economic rights are those that provide a person with the opportunity to work. These have lead to legislation dealing with disabled Americans, equal opportunities for minority workers to include women, and affirmative action (remedial steps taken to improve work opportunities for persons considered to have been deprived of job opportunities in the past on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, or gender).
political rights (e.g., due process, minimum voting age) – Political rights are those that guarantee a person the right to participate in the government. They also include all the due process rights (the rights of a person accused of a crime) and suffrage or voting rights.
Amendments dealing with suffrage (15th, 19th, 23rd, 24th, and 26th) – The Fifteenth Amendment forbids the right to vote to be denied any citizen because of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. The Nineteenth Amendment forbids the right to vote to be denied any citizen because of gender. The Twenty-third Amendment gives the residents of the District of Columbia the right to vote. The Twenty-fourth Amendment outlaws poll taxes in national elections as a means to preventing some citizens the right to vote. The Twenty-sixth Amendment gives citizens the right to vote beginning at the age of 18.
Responsibilities/duties of citizens – Responsibilities and duties of citizens include voting, paying taxes, serving jury duty or acting as a witness, civic participation, public service, political action, obeying the laws, being an informed electorate and serving in or registering with the military (selective service).
Forms of political participation – Political participation includes voting, running for office, campaigning, attending political conventions, supporting/promoting political platforms, signing petitions, writing to elected officials, participating in initiatives, referendums or recalls, demonstrating peacefully, disobedience in the form of civil disobedience, supporting or taking part in political action committees (PACs), special interest groups and/or lobbying, town meetings, public hearings, and staying informed (i.e., reading to keep informed of public issues).
patriotism – love and loyal support of one’s country is patriotism. Americans should do so by showing respect for and/or displaying national symbols, participating in the political processes, and performing civic duties and responsibilities.
Political leadership and public service – These include careers in public service, volunteering in civic activities (i. e., environmental clean-ups), participating in civic programs (e.g., Neighborhood Watch, Adopt a Highway), and contributing (time, money) to charitable causes.   
GLE Checklist

Civics (Core Course: Civics)
Structure and Purposes of Government
	Date

Completed
	GLE #
	GLE Text and Benchmarks

	
	1.
	Explain competing ideas about the purposes of politics and government and identify reasons why government is necessary 

(C-1A-H1)

	
	2.
	Identify and describe services provided by government and assess their necessity and effectiveness (e.g., health care, education)  

(C-1A-H1)

	
	3.
	Identify programs, institutions, and activities that fulfill a given governmental or political purpose (e.g., the court system, the military, revenue sharing, block grants)  (C-1A-H1)

	
	4.
	Analyze ways in which the purposes of the U.S. government, as defined in the U.S. Constitution, are achieved (e.g., protecting individual rights, providing for the general welfare)  (C-1A-H1)

	
	5.
	Compare and contrast various forms of government among nations that have been significant in U.S. history (e.g., absolute monarchy in England or France, Germany under Hitler, the Soviet Union under Stalin)  (C-1A-H2)

	
	6.
	Explain the distribution of powers, responsibilities, and the limits of the U.S. federal government  (C-1A-H3)

	
	7.
	Categorize governmental powers as delegated, reserved, concurrent, or implied  (C-1A-H3)

	
	8.
	Identify powers denied to federal or state governments by the U.S. Constitution  (C-1A-H3)

	
	9.
	Analyze or assess issues related to the distribution of powers at the federal level (e.g., tensions among the three branches of government, roles and responsibilities of the three branches)  (C-1A-H3)

	
	10.
	Explain the structure and functions of the three branches of the federal government, including regulatory and independent agencies and the court system  (C-1A-H4)

	
	11.
	Cite the roles, duties, qualifications, and terms of office for key elected and appointed officials  (C-1A-H4)

	
	12.
	Explain the structure and functions of state, parish, and local governments  (C-1A-H4)

	
	13.
	Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of various types of local government  (C-1A-H4)

	
	14.
	Examine constitutional provisions concerning the relationship between federal and state governments  (C-1A-H4)

	
	15.
	Explain the processes and strategies of how a bill becomes a law at the federal and state levels  (C-1A-H5)

	
	16.
	Evaluate a specific law or court ruling on given criteria  (C-1A-H5)

	
	17.
	Examine the meaning, implications, or applications of the U.S. Constitution (e.g., the Bill of Rights, Fourteenth Amendment) 

(C-1A-H5)

	
	18.
	Define domestic and foreign policies  (C-1A-H6)

	
	19.
	Analyze responsibilities of the federal government for domestic and foreign policy (e.g. monetary policy, national defense)  (C-1A-H6)

	
	20.
	Analyze a past or present domestic or foreign policy issue from a news article or editorial  (C-1A-H6)


	
	21.
	Explain how government is financed (e.g., taxation, fines, user fees, borrowing)     (C-1A-H7)

	
	22.
	 Identify the major sources of tax revenues at the federal, state, and local levels  (C-1A-H7)

	
	23.
	Analyze or evaluate various uses of tax dollars (e.g., the public’s need for services versus the public’s resistance to taxation)  

(C-1A-H7)

	
	24.
	Use the rules of taxation (ability, equity, ease of payment, convenient times to pay) to analyze or evaluate a given tax practice  (C-1A-H7)


Foundations of the American Political System
	
	25.
	Analyze the significance of the Magna Carta, English common law, and the English Bill of Rights in creating limited government in the United States  (C-1B-H1)

	
	26.
	Explain how European philosophers (e.g., Rousseau, Locke, Montesquieu, Voltaire) helped shape American democratic ideas

  (C-1B-H1)

	
	27.
	Analyze central ideas in an American historical document and explain the document’s significance in shaping the U.S. Constitution  

(C-1B-H1)

	
	28.
	Explain the meaning and importance of principles of U.S. constitutional democracy in American society  (C-1B-H1)

	
	29.
	Assess the importance of the U.S. Constitution as the Supreme Law of the Land, and ways in which U.S. constitutional government has helped shape American society  (C-1B-H1)

	
	30.
	Identify and describe examples of freedoms enjoyed today but denied to earlier Americans  (C-1B-H1)

	
	31.
	Explain issues involved in various compromises or plans leading to the creation of the U.S. Constitution  (C-1B-H2)

	
	32.
	Interpret, analyze, or apply ideas presented in a given excerpt from any political document or material (e.g., speech, essay, editorial, court case)  (C-1B-H2)

	
	33.
	Analyze a given example of American political or social conflict, and state and defend a position on the issue  (C-1B-H3)

	
	34.
	Analyze discrepancies between American ideals and social or political realities of life (e.g., equal protection vs. Jim Crow laws)  (C-1B-H4)

	
	35.
	Explain the two-party system and assess the role of third parties in the election process  (C-1B-H5)

	
	36.
	Assess the significance of campaigns, campaign finance, elections, the Electoral College, and the U.S. census in the U.S. political system  (C-1B-H5)

	
	37.
	Analyze the use and effects of propaganda  (C-1B-H5)

	
	38.
	Identify key platform positions of the major political parties  (C-1B-H5)

	
	39.
	Evaluate the role of the media and public opinion in American politics (C-1B-H6)

	
	40.
	Explain historical and contemporary roles of special interest groups, lobbyists, and associations in U.S. politics  (C-1B-H6)


International Relationships

	
	41.
	Identify the political divisions of the world and the factors that contribute to those divisions  (C-1C-H1)

	
	42.
	Analyze and assess the various ways that nation-states interact  

(C-1C-H1)

	
	43.
	Explain the role of the United Nations or other international organizations in political interactions and conflicts  (C-1C-H1)

	
	44.
	Analyze ways in which the interactions of nation-states or international organizations affect the United States  (C-1C-H1)

	
	45.
	Describe the means by which the United States upholds national security, protects its economic welfare and strategic interests, and attains its foreign policy objectives (e.g., aid, sanctions, embargos, treaties)  (C-1C-H2)

	
	46.
	Assess the extent to which a given U.S. foreign policy position has helped or hindered the United States’ relations with the rest of the world  (C-1C-H2)

	
	47.
	Explain how U.S. domestic policies, constitutional principles, economic behavior, and culture affect its relations with the rest of the world  (C-1C-H3)

	
	48.
	Describe ways in which ideas, actions, and problems of other nations impact the United States  (C-1C-H3)


Roles of the Citizen
	
	49.
	Distinguish between personal, political, and economic rights of citizenship  (C-1D-H1)

	
	50.
	Describe the importance of various rights of citizenship to the individual or to society at large  (C-1D-H1)

	
	51.
	Analyze an amendment or law concerning the rights of citizens in terms of their effect on public policy or American life (e.g., Nineteenth Amendment, Americans with Disabilities Act)  (C-1D-H1)

	
	52.
	Evaluate and defend a position on a given situation or issue in terms of the personal, political, or economic rights of citizens  (C-1D-H1)

	
	53.
	Assess the difference between personal and civic responsibilities  

(C-1D-H2)

	
	54.
	Describe various forms of political participation  (C-1D-H3)

	
	55.
	Evaluate current and past political choices that individuals, groups, and nations have made, taking into account historical context  

(C-1D-H3)

	
	56.
	Describe the importance of political leadership to American society, and identify ways in which citizens can exercise leadership  

(C-1D-H4)

	
	57.
	Identify examples of public service, and describe the importance of public service to American society  (C-1D-H4)

	
	58.
	Evaluate the claim that American constitutional democracy requires the participation of an attentive, knowledgeable, and competent citizenry  (C-1D-H4)

	
	59.
	Compare and evaluate characteristics, style, and effectiveness of state and national leaders, past and present  (C-1D-H4)
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